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Sir: 

The following information is being disclosed to the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office as information that may be 
material to the examination of the above- identified patent 
application . 



Applicant's Attorney is aware of the documents listed on the 
enclosed Form PTO-1449. Copies of the non-US documents are 
enclosed with the Form PTO-1449 for the Examiner's use. The 
documents listed were cited in a European Search Report 
issued in a corresponding application (EP 01 99 5042) . A 
copy of the annex of the European Search Report is attached. 

The filing of this Statement is not to be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made regarding the 
claimed invention (37 C.F.R. §1.97 (g) ) or that no other 
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possible material information exists. In addition, the 
filing of this Statement is not to be construed to be an 
admission that the information cited in the Statement is, or 
is considered to be, material to Patentability (37 C.F.R. 
§1 . 97 (h) ) . 
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